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OUR  LADY  OF  LIE5SE' 


Ever  sinco  its  foundation,  Montreal  bus  been  dear 
to  Our  Lady.  She  inspired  M.  de  la  Dauversi^re,  the 
Tenerable  M.  Olier  and  their  associates  to  found  a 
eolony,  which  should  be  both  a  bulwark  against  the 
Iroquois  and  an  advanced  post  to  win  over  the  Indians 
to  Christianity.  Out  of  love  for  the  Virgin  Mary,  the 
society  adopted  the  name  of  Nolre-Dame  de  Montrial. 
Maisonneuve  took  possession  of  Ville-Mnrie  on  May 
18,  1642.  Three  months  after,  on  the  great  feast  of 
the  Assumption  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  the  town  and  the 
whole  island  were  consecrated  to  the  august  Mother 
of  God,  our  Mother. 

Thenceforth  the  city  has  not  ceased  to  show  its  love 
for  Mary.  Seventeen  churcl  s  have  chosen  her  as 
their  patron.  The  most  venerable,  by  its  antiquity 
and  the  most  endeared  to  the  people,  is  no  doubt 
Notre-Dame  de  Bonsecours  (Our  Lady  of  Good  Help). 
Then  comes  the  handsome,  devotion-inspiring  chapel 
of  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  also  remarkable  for  its  many 
pilgrims. 

A  third  shrine  consecrated  to  the  Madonna  js  found 
at  the  church  of  the  Gesft,  where  a  miraoi  '  w  stf    i« 
is  venerated  under  the  gladsome  name  of  .\otrt 
de  Liesse   (Our  Lady  of  Joy).     Its  history  is 
extraordinary,  carrying  us  back  to  the  Cnisiulo 
setting  before  us  the   Blessed   Virgin,   three   ¥ 
knights    and    an    Egyptian    princess.     This    h 
taken  from  the  works  of  Bosio,  a  sixteenth  « 
author,  bears  the  hallmarks  of  the  most  perfect  au 
ticity.     Its   substance   was  approved   by   the   Sa^r  d 
Congregation  of  Rites,  on  July  1,  1858. 
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'  In  these  pages  we  condense  an  anonymous  pamphlet,  wtn 
appeared  in  Montreal,  in  18SG. 
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It  was  during  the  heroic  dayg  of  the  crusadeg.     Jeru- 

?n  J^^  u''"^  ^''^^^y  ""«•  ''•°™  the  Holy  City,  ^a. 

ChnBtuins  were  defeated  in  a  battle  fought  between 
Jerusalem  and  A«calon.  and  many  of  them  wei^tT^n 
prwonerg,  amongst  whom  were  three   brave   French 

Kci^r"'  *^T  ^^^J^""'  ^™  ^  *»»«  province  of 
Rcardy,  near  Laon.  knights  of  the  order  of  St.  John 

of  Jerusalem  They  were  led  captives,  first  to  Ascalon 
and  thence  to  Cairo,  to  be  presented  o  the  Sultan 
as  prisoners  of  distinction.  ouimn, 

honeyed  words"  to  win  them  over  to  the  religion  of 
Mohammed  The  Knights  replied  that  they  were 
m^^  ?l  "^''"f  Christ  and  would  remain  faTthfuTt^ 
Him,  at  the  cost  of  a  thousand  deaths.     The  enraeed 

fn  ♦hJ'r^r^  f  *°^  *°  ^  ^'^^  i^*«  '^  horrid  dSnS^n 
m  the  depths  of  a  tower  and  had  them  guarded  ^  a 
fierce  Samicen.  who  was  "to  give  them  So  other  tlol 
but  bread  and  water".  He  then  convened  "the  m^t 
learned  pnests  and  marabouts  throughout  Egypt"  and 
?o'?tV  aTtJ:^  the  imprisoned  Knights.'biddingTiL  put 
tl^li^i  It  eloquence  and  even  offer  the  captives 
the  highest  places  m  the  caUph's  army.  The  Moham! 
medan  pnests  returned  orest-faUen;  they  had  been 
worsted  m  the  discussion  and  felt  dispirited.  "It  S 
impossible  .  they  said,  "to  shake  the  frith  of  thei 
Christians".  In  a  fit  of  anger,  the  Sultan  drove  them 
Wrkheldsr'^"^^  "^^"^"^  ''^"^  ignoramuses  *t^ 
But  his  anxiety  to  bring  the  three  noblemen  over  to 

fhL'"&°''  «J^X.''''"r'®*^  ^*th  the  difficulties.  He 
then  bethought  himself  of  an  expedient  which,  he  was 
sure,  would  overcome  all  obstacles 
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Princ—  ItmTta 

The  Sultan  hati  a  dauKhter,  called  iBineria.  "an 
accomplished  lady,  of  exquisite  beauty,  ready  of 
speech  and  learned  in  the  Mohammedan  law".  The 
Knights,  thought  the  Sultan,  will  not  withstand  the 
*•  bewitching"  arguments  of  Ismeria's  beauty  and 
iharms.  So  he  sent  her  to  them,  with  orders  to  use 
all  means,  reasons,  reproaches,  charms,  caresses,  and. 
if  necessary,  to  sacrifice  even  her  honor  !  But  the 
Mother  of  God  was  watching  over  her  good  and  loyal 
servants  and  looked  mercifully  upon  the  youthful 
Princess  whose  honor  a  heartless  father  was  ready  to 
surrender. 

The  result  of  the  first  discussion  was  to  raise  a 
thousand  doubts  in  Ismeria's  soul  regarding  the  religion 
of  Mohammed.  At  the  second  interview,  the  Knights, 
God-inspired  and  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  related  to 
her  the  sublime  mysteries  of  the  Incarnation  of  the 
Word,  the  Life,  Miracles,  Death,  Resurrection  and 
Ascension  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  virtues,  excellencyments 
and  incomparable  Virginity  of  the  glorious  Virgin 
Mary,  before,  during  and  after  the  Birth  of  Christ. 
The  Princess  was  deeply  moved  :  "Their  words  were  as 
so  many  fiery  sparks,  which,  by  the  operation  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  gradually  kindled  in  her  soul  the  light  of 
Faith  and  inflamed  her  heart  with  a  holy  yearning  to 
embrace  it". 

The  following  visits  only  added  new  zest  to  these 
holy  desires.  She  felt  drawn  especially  towards  the 
august  Virgin  Mary.  So  much  so  that,  thinking  of 
her  day  and  night,  she  conceived  "an  extreme  desire 
to  see  the  portrait  of  the  Mother  of  God,  of  whom  she 
had  heard  such  great  things".  One  day  she  asked  the 
Knights  if  they  did  not  happen  to  have  a  picture  of 
that  Most  Holy  Virgin.     They  said  they  had  not. — 
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eldest  of  the  threTbrothe^   '•    ""^/"f '     '*P"^^  ^»»« 
with  wood  and  t^Is  [o?c:^inr^^^^^  ^'^^  "^^'^  "' 

KSs^'ih^^^^elrorl^^^^^^^  V""''  ^«  '^  ^'^^ 
ever  done  any  carving  A^n?  f  *^-  ^°°*  °^  *h«°»  h*"* 
ones  blamefthe^Sfst  "^llll^^^f.^.  ^^e  two  younger 
latter,OurIx)rdandHi,*.,i«^^^f^''^  '  "^P^^d  the 
come  to  our  a^SanS"  "''"'"'  ^'*'^^  "^"  ^'^^^r 

toI'lnTbe^Td  th:ISrh?%'™"?*  *^^  --d  --<* 
that  she  miSf  have  tlf«  rf  •  '"''''^  ^^^^'  *^  ""-^^^ 
ing  day      This  mppntf^Tv.''*"'  '*^*"«  «^  the  follow- 

expostuUon%Te  eldest  W."''"''"*^  ^"^^  «^«- 
the  younger  ones  anf  at  nSa^r^^^^^  '^"^^'^^ 
fervent  y  to  imDlore  fh«  P]«  ^  Ir-  '  -^  ^^^^^  ™ost 
them  and  rescue  S«^  •  '^1^'"^^  *°  intercede  for 
Hardly  was  this  nr«v..  «  '^»,*5^''  '^^  predicament, 
fell  asleep  ^        "''^^^^  ^^^"  *h«>'  «"  three 


The  Blessed  Virgin 

night,  the  Mothpr  nVo    ,  .         ^°  '  towards  mid- 

them  borne  in  the  L^h'  T''^^  ^"  *^«^^  '''^^'  ««nt 

nnrac^louTi  "ag^o^h 'rLl   "£  ^  ""^*  ^^^^^^  -^ 
so  brilliantly  lit  ud  LrTr        T,       '"'^'^^  straightway 

whoUy  angelical  song"  "  '""•  <""l»i«te  and 

by'sif r„st'^rp2:c:[vSi:  lEr  i"""',*'^  -""■'-<' 

a  halo  of  heavenly  Sr   *,,!''!.  ""™''''»''^  s'»'"e  in 
bero.e  i.,  u,ey  -^^^^ reJ^^J^:^^  ^ 
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sing  and  thanking  Divine  goodness  for  this  signal 
gift".  At  daybreak  the  young  "damsel"  Ismeria 
impatiently  hastened  to  ascertain  how  far  the  Knights 
had  proceeded  with  their  work.  On  opening  the 
prison  door,  slie  saw  the  brilliant  light,  she  breathed  the 
delicious  perfume  and  beheld  the  three  Knights  praying 
before  '  '-e  holy  statue.  When  informed  of  its  heavenly 
origin,  and  noticing  indeed  that  the  wood  and  tools 
which  she  had  brought  had  not  even  been  touched,  she 
exclaimed  : 

"I  believe  it,  this  is  not  the  handiwork  of  man.  Ah  ! 
I  wish  to  serve  this  holy  and  glorious  Virgin  together 
with  her  Divine  Son  all  my  life.  I  will  give  up  the 
Mohammedan  religion  and  I  promise  to  be  baptized 
;ind  to  live  like  a  good  christian,  if  you  will  give  me  that 
heavenly  image.— With  the  greatest  happiness",  re- 
plied the  Knights.  Then  Ismeria,  in  an  outburst  of 
unspeakable  jo\ ,  said  : 

"Be  sure  that  I  will  keep  my  promise  and  before 
long  I  will  deliver  you  from  this  prison". 

At  these  words,  the  pious  Knights  again  prostrating 
tJiemselves,  thanked  God  and  the  Virgin  Mary,  and 
in  the  gladness  of  their  hearts,  agreed  to  give  the  heaven- 
ly statue  the  name  of  Ota-  Lady  of  Liesse,  that  is,  Our 
Lady  of  Joy. 

Ismeria  i^pent  the  day  contemplating  the  statue  and 
begging  the  Blessed  Virgin  to  show  her  how  she  could 
succeed  in  becoming  a  Christian.  That  night,  during 
lier  sleep,  the  Mother  of  God  appeared  to  her  in  a 
dream  and  said  :  "Be  confident,  Ismeria,  thy  prayer 
is  lieard  :  thou  shalt  deliver  my  three  devout  Knights, 
thou  shalt  be  baptized  and  shalt  bear  my  name. 
Through  thee,  France  shall  be  enriched  with  a  priceless 
treasure.  .  Through  thee,  my  name  shall  be  famous 
iliroughout  the  world,  and  at  the  end  i  will  take  thee 
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into  Paradise  with  me  for  ever".  The  vision  disan- 
peaxed  and  Ismeria  awoke.  Her  room  was  all  per- 
nv!!^  }  ^^tJ^^'^  exquisite  fragrance  and  her  heart 
mrerflamed  with  joy.     She  thought  herself  already  in 


The  Flight 

The  following  day  found  Ismeria  more  than  ever 
resolved  to  foUow  the  Divine  inspiration  :  she  spent 
It     gathering  up  her  most  valuable  belongings,  her 
nngs  and  jewels,  together  with  a  large  sum  of  monev 
without  forgetting  the  holy  picture' '. 

That  night,  amid  the  darkness  and  silence,  she  pro- 

our  three  Kmghts  were  imprisoned.     On  arriving  she 
found  the  door  miraculously  opened;  entering,  she  saw 
the  captives  sound  asleep  and  awoke  them.     At  first 
they  were  at  a  loss  to  account  for  her  presence  at  such 
an  tour;  soon,  however,  they  rejoiced  at  the  thought 
that  she  had  come  to  deliver  them.     Ismeria  hurriedly 
related  what  she  had  seen  and  heard  in  her  dream, 
declared  that  she  was  resolved  not  only  to  deliver  them 
but  also  to  escape  with  them,  and  she  added  with 
warmth  :  "Follow  me  boldly,  fear  nothing,  I  have  full 
confidence  m  your  God  and  in  the  Most  Blessed  Virgin 

tITk^Z"     ^^''  '}7  "^"^  ^"^^^'  ^«^P  ^^d  save  us." 

The  Knights  rose  and  leaving  the  prison  they  followed 

rustfully  in  Ismeria's  footsteps.     They  had  to  cross 

the  city  of  Cairo  and  found  the  streets  "thronged  with 

wZlT'''^  ^^^  '°°^i^?"'  ^"*  °«  °^«  askfd  them 
whence  they  came  or  whither  they  were  goine 

On  arriving  at  the  gates  of  the  c^.y,  they  found  them 

nnrnV^ST"^°"'    '^'^  ^°^°    '^'^^^^    ''^^0   bank   O 

one  of  the  broad  arms  of  the  Nile  and  wondered  how 
they  would  cross  over". 
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The  fugitives  feared  lest  the  Sultan,  perceiving  their 
escape  and  that  of  his  beloved  daughter,  might  des- 
patch his  servants  in  pursuit.  While  thus  anxiously 
seeking  a  way  out  of  their  predicament,  suddenly  they 
espied  a  small  skiff  dart  from  the  opposite  river  bank. 
It  was  propelled  by  a  noble-looking  young  man,  who 
reached  them  in  an  instant,  and  "without  further 
salutation",  said  :  "I  have  come  for  you,  Gentlemen, 
enter,  I  will  ferry  you  across,  for  I  know  your  wish." 
They  embarked  and,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  they 
were  on  the  opposite  bank.  "Instantly  the  young  man 
and  the  skiff  vanished  from  their  sight". 

Pursuing  their  journey,  they  walked  for  about  three 
hours.  Ismeria  was  exhausted  and  begged  the  Knights 
to  suffer  her  to  rest  a  little.  They  all  four  left  the 
beaten  path  and,  hidden  by  some  bushes,  they  fell  into 
a  peaceful  slumber. 


In  France 

This  slumber  was  to  be  followed  by  a  marvellous 
awakening.  On  opening  their  eyes  to  the  daylight,  our 
four  fugitives  wondered  where  they  were.  They 
heard  the  sound  of  a  bagpipe  on  which  a  shepherd  was 
playing.  The  Knights  went  up  to  him  and,  believing 
they  were  still  in  Egypt,  asked  him  "in  the  moorish 
language"  where  they  were. 

"Gentlemen",  replied  the  shepherd,  "speak  French 
if  you  wish  me  to  understand  you. 

—  Are  we  then  in  France,  my  friend  ? 

—  To  be  sure. 

—  But  in  what  province,  in  what  diocese  ? 

—  In  the  province  of  Picardy,  in  the  diocese  of  Laon 
and  quite  near  the  ch&teau  of  Marchais". 

This  was  the  Knights'  own  chfiteau,  their  paternal 
house.  Then  they  realized  what  an  astounding 
miracle  the  glorious  Virgin  Mary  had  wrought  in  their 
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behalf.  The  anpels,  God-sent,  —  as  a  century  henc. 
for  the  holy  house  of  Loretto,  —  had  carried  them  in 
a  moment  from  the  banks  of  the  Nile  to  their  own 
country. 

They  poured  fo.th  a  grateful  prayer  to  Heaven  for 
this  new  favor  and  proceeded  towards  the  ch&teau 
While  passing  through  a  garden,  the  statue  became 
so  heavy  m  Ismeria's  hands  that  she  had  to  set  it  on 
the  ground.     They  understood  that  the  Blessed  Virgin 
had  chosen  that  spot  to  be  honoured  thereon.     Accord- 
ingly, after  being  welcomed  at  the  chateau  with  every 
imaginable  feeling  of  surprise,  joy  and  gratefulness, 
they  went  on  to  Laon,  accompanied  by  the  Princess. 
1  hey  wore  present  at  her  baptism,  conferred  by  the 
Bishop,  who  gave  her  the  name  of  Marj--.     Having 
obtained  the  prelate's  permission  to  build  a  church  in 
honor  of  the  Mother  of  God,  they  raised  it  in  the 
garden  chosen  by  herself  and  called  it  Our  Lady  of 
Lusse.     Crowds  were  drawn  by  the  miracles  wrought 
there    and  around  the  church     gradually  rose  up  a 
small  town,  also  called  Ltesse. 

"Finally,    the   said   damsel   Mary,    formerly   called 
Ismeria,  made  her  home  with  the   Knights' *  mother 
who  was  an  honourable  ajui  virtuous  lady,  very  devout 

i°,  .t  i®^""^'*  ^'^^^^"-  ^^'^^^  the  Princess  lived  a 
holy  life  for  a  short  while,  and  having  passed  on  to  a 
better  wor  d,  her  body  was  })uried  in  that  same  church 
of  Our  Lady  of  Liesse". 


The  Great  Pilgrimages 

Ever  since  tlie  days  of  Ismeria  and  the   Knights 
tlie  fame  of  the  pilgrimage  of  Liesse  had  spread  far  and 
wide.     Crowds  flocked  there  from  all  over  France  and 
even  from  foreign  parts. 

Among  pilgrims  of  note  may  be  mentioned,  lirst  of 
aU,  kmg  Louis  VII,  then  Charles  VII,  who  went  there 
after  his  coronation  at  Rheims,  accompanied  by  Saint 
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.lonn   of    Arc.     Louis    XI    niiidt'   four    jiiltiriniapcs    to 
Litsse  an(l  Fraiuis  1,  tlirte. 

Shortly  after,  ("ardiiial  de  Lorraine,  wlio  liad  become 
owner  of  the  old  manor  of  the  knifrhts  of  ^farcliais. 
had  it  mapniiioently  rebuilt,  to  make  it  a  fit  residence 
for  kinps  and  princes  during  their  i)ious  sojourn  at 
Lief^se.  Hardly  was  it  completed  when  Henri  II  came 
to  make  a  stay  there  in  I'i'A;  others  followed  :  Francis 
IL  ffter  his  coronation,  and,  no  doubt,  accompanied  V:y 
Mary  Stuart;  then  Charles  IX,  who  thrice  visited 
Liesse. 

The  Bourbon  family  showed  the  same  piety.  Marie 
de  Medicis,  the  Kind's  wife,  left  Paris  on  the  seventh 
day  of  January  to  p:o  on  a  pilprimape  to  Liesse,  "in 
order  that  the  Beautiful  Lady  might  vouclisafe  to 
])lead  for  her  to  o.itain  an  heir".  The  child  fjranted  to 
lier  fervent  prayers  was  Louis  XIII.  The  latter  made 
four  pilpfrimages  to  Liesse  together  with  Queen  Anne 
of  Austria.  They  left  rich  presents  at  the  Shrine  and 
begged  that  a  son  be  given  them  in  return.  Their 
prayer  was  heard  only  after  the  pious  King  had,  by  a 
solemn  vow,  consecrated  his  kingdom  to  the  Mother 
of  God.  The  long-desired  child  was  Louis  XIV,  who 
often  cam.e  to  thank  Our  Lady  of  Liesse  for  obtaining 
his  birth.  His  descendants  emulated  his  assiduity  at 
the  Shrine. 

The  Revolution 


During  the  XVIth  century,  the  Huguenots  vented 
their  fury  on  the  hallowed  Shrine  of  Liesse. 

But  still  more  terrible  was  the  frenzy  of  the  Revo- 
lution, which  showed  its  Satanic  character  at  t  iesse 
more  than  at  any  other  place.  Liesse  was  to  see  the 
Revolution  rob  it  for  a  time  of  tlie  i)nceless  treasure 
that  it  had  guarded  so  carefully  for  well-nigh  seven 
centuries.     Let  us  recall  some  of  these  tragic  events. 

On  December  2S.  1790,  all  the  coats  of  arms  c  ivering 
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the  walls  jiiul  pavement  were  mutilated.  On  Afarcli 
1').  1791,  the  intruding:  bishop  made  a  mock  pil^'rimajje 
to  Liesse,  where  lie  installed  apostate  priests  like  him- 
self. On  October  15,  1792,  official  looting  be{,'an  and 
the  Shrine  was  strii)ped  of  ail  its  sold,  vermilion  and 
silver  ex-votoes,  worth  several  million  mnrks.  On 
November  1,  1793,  whatever  remained  was  carried 
off  :  statues  sacred,  vesr:els,  ornaments. 

At  that  time  occurred  tlie  crowninfi:  sacrilejife.  One 
<lay,  bandits,  not  inhabitants  of  i.iesse,  stole  iu*o  the 
church  to  destroy  the  statue,  wiiich,  althouf,'h  stripped 
of  every  ornament,  still  drew  many  i)iljrrims  and 
fostered  religion  in  the  hearts  of  the  i)eople,  rclij^ion, 
which  the  Revolution  strove  to  abolish.  A  bi-;  fire 
was  kindled  in  a  corner  of  the  treasury;  sacrilegious 
hands  laid  hold  of  the  statue  and  cast  it  into  the  flames. 
«oon  the  ^ood  people  of  Liesse  were  startled  by  the 
rumored  outrage  and  rushed  to  the  spot.  The  statue 
was  snatched  from  the  blazing  embers,  but  already  it 
was  partly  charred.  The  hallowed  relics  were  reve- 
rently gathered  up  and  carefully  j)reserved. 

We  shall  now  behold  Our  Lady  of  Liesse  rise  from 
her  ashes  and  impart  the  same  power  to  these  remains 
of  the  old  statue  as  to  the  statue  of  Jj^meria  and  the 
noble  Knights. 


A  new  era 

When  iHiblic  worship  was  restored  and  the  church 
reopened,  a  i)riest  is  said  to  have  discovered  the  stone 
head  of  a  Virgin  in  the  loft.  This  head  was  raised  on 
a  wooden  support,  a  cardboard  bust  was  set  up  beneath 
It  and  clad  with  ornaments.  The  faithful  were  thus 
reminded  of  the  former  miraculous  statue.  At  the 
feet  of  the  improvised  statue  were  laid  the  charred 
relics  of  the  first  one.     This  occurred  in  1802. 

Tlio  kindly  Virgin  was  pleased  to  acknowledge  this 
token  of  faith  by  once  more  granting  pilgrims  favors 
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like  those  which  had  spread  the  fame  of  Our  Lady  of 
Licsse  throughout  tlie  world. 

As  the  above  mentioned  statue  is  the  wry  one  now 
lionoured  in  the  church  of  the  Clesfi,  we  will,  for  the 
comfort  of  the  faithful,  relate  two  fa<ts  carefully 
reported  in  Mie  oflicial  records. 

Seraphine  Varet,  afjed  2;}  years,  had  heen  stricken 
for  four  years  with  complete  jjaralysis  and  insetisihility 
of  the  lower  left  side.  Her  relatives  had  vainly  ex- 
hausted all  the  resources  of  art.  One  da\-.  in  IS  IS. 
the  invalid  felt  prompted  to  call  upon  Mary  alone  to 
cure  her,  and  wished  to  he  co'ueyed  to  i.i(  ,>s.\  It  was 
a  rather  lon>>:  journey.  While  in  tin-  cai-riauc  with  Ium- 
father  and  sister,  >^k'>raplii!ie  ])raye;l  unccasiiit^dy  with 
frrowine:  conlidence.  A  secret  voice  said  :  '"(io,  thou 
shalt  be  healed". 

On  nearinp;  the  town,  she  asked  if  she  would  soon  see 
the  church  steeple.  "Tliere  it  is  aliead  of  you  :" 
answered  her  father.  At  t!ie  same  m;)inent.  a  sharp 
pain  shot  throut^h  the  side  which  had  been  insensible 
or  rather  dead  for  so  many  years  and  caused  the 
patient  to  moan.  The  crisis  rri-ew  more  and  more 
painful;  Seraphine  uttered  a  last  cry  :  her  let?  was 
straightened  and  restored  to  lifo. 

On  reaching  the  Hotel  des  Trf.i^-Rois,  the  invalid's 
father,  who  did  not  know  exactly  what  had  happened, 
called  for  a  chair  and  asked  some  one  to  liclp  him  to 
carry  in  his  daught(r.  Meanwhih .  the  same  interior 
voice  bade  Seraphine  arise  and  get  down  alone.  Obev- 
ing,  slie  got  down  and.  before  lier  amax.ed  travellitiLr 
companions,  with  crutches  in  hand,  she  riisne'l  to  t'le 
chundi  and  prostratiog  herself  before  the  imai'-e  of  the 
Mother  of  God,  she  thanked  her  with  feeling's  of  tlie 
deepest  joy.  Before  withdrawin','  from  tiic  blesscrl 
Shrine,  she  offered  her  crutches  as  an  ex-v(;to,  together 
with  a  gold  necklace.  \hv  oidy  ornanient  she  !i;id. 
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fitienne    Lcroux,    aped    sixtcon    years.    |,;ul    l.opii 

raralysed  for  fifty  nionlhs  and   was  unahle  1<.  walk 

nlone  or  to  star.)  on  his  Icf^s.     In  the    year  1833,  his 

mother  hroupht  hun  for  the  third  time  on  a  pilsrimape 

10    Our   Lady   of    Liesse.     He   was   carried   into    the 

f-hun-h  and  seated  in   the  sanctuary.     After  praying 

for  ahout  half  an  hour,  J,e  slipped  from  his  seat  and 

made  a  forward  movement.     His  mother  handed  him 

his  crutches,  but  he  refused  them,  and  walking  with  a 

lirm  step  for  the  first  time  since  over  four  years    lie 

went  down  the  church    aisle,  ran  into  the  street  and 

strode  through  the  village.     Jlis  cure  was  as  sudden 

and  unforseen  as  it  was  complete. 

The  crowning  of  the  statue 

The  Blessed  Virgin  had  wrought  so  many  miracles 
nt  Liesse  that  it  seemed  fitting  to  crown  her  statue 
Accordingly,  in  1857,  Mgr  de  Garsignies,  Bishop  of 
Noissons  and  Laon,  obtained  leave  from  Pope  Pius  IX 
to  crown  Our  Lady  of  Liesse,  under  the  title  of  Mother 
oj  (trace. 

While  preparations  for  the  festivitv  were  under  way 
the  statue  was  examined.     What  was  the  surprise  of 
the  Parish  Priest  and  of  his  assistants  on  discovering 
that  it  consisted  in  nothing  but  the  stone  head  sup- 
ported on  a  piece  of  wood,  and  cardboard  !     Evidentlv 
what  gave  tins  statue  its  value  and  power,  was  the 
ashes  of  the  old  one.     They  resolved  to  have  another 
sta  lie  made,  on  the  model  of  the  former  one,  and  to 
iiulcse  therein  some  of  the  charred  remains.  Since  1802 
however,  the  present  statue  had  been  the  instrument  of 
so  many  wonders  nnd  the  object  of  such  veneration 
tliat  It  was  deemed  fitting  to  donate  it  to  the  Jesuits- 
residence,  recently  founded  for  the  purpose  of  attend- 
ing to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  manv  pilgrims  fre- 
quenting Liesse.     This  plan  wa.^  carried"  out  that  verv 
year,   ISoT. 


--  13  — 

The  new  statue  was  crowned  in  the  month  of  AuKust 
amid    incomparable    celebrations,    which    lasted    four 
days      But  as  this  subject  is  foreign  to  our  narrative 
we  shall  return  to  the  old  statue,  which  now  claim,  our 
attention,  since  it  is  about  to  settle  in  our  midst. 

Removal  of  the  atatue  to  Canada 

The  statue  of  1802  (at  least  the  head  and  the  ashes, 
tor  the  rest  had  been  remade,  carved  and  painted  by  a 
Parisian  artist  at  the  residence  of  the  Jesuits  of  Laon 
Besides  the  Fathers  who  attended  to    pilgrims,  young 
Jesuits  were  also  stationed  there  for  their  third  year  of 
probation,   after  their  studies.     In    1882,    the>hird 
Year,  together  with  the  statue,  was  transferred  from 
Liesse  to  Saint-Vincent  de  Laon.     Fifteen  rears  later, 
in  the  spring  of  1877.  the  Society  of  Jesus  had  to  give 
up   tlie   Saint-Vincent   Residence,   which   was  expro- 
priated by  the  French  Government,  as  being  necessary 
for  the  fortifications  of  Laon  and  of  the  valley  command- 
ed by  It.     It  was  then  decided  that  the  Third  Year 
should  be  moved  to  Paray-le-Monial.     As  this  place 
was  already  favored   by  innumerable  pilgrimages   to 
the  bacred  Heart,  the  Jesuits  determined  to  give  the 
mu-aculous  statue  to  one  of  their  many  foreign  mis- 
sions. -  ^ 

M  that  time,  under  Providence,  there  happened  to 
be  at  baint-Vincent's  two  Canadian  Fathers,  who  were 
l^eturmng  home  in  August.  One  of  them  was  Father 
^rancis  de  Sales  Cazeau,  a  zealous  apostle  of  the 
bacred  Hearts  of  Jesus  and  Mary.  His  longing  to 
possess  the  Virgin  of  Liesse  may  well  be  imagkied. 
Ihe  two  Canadic^ns  joined  the  Superiors  in  praying 
to  find  out  God's  will  on  this  point.  In  the  month  of 
:i."^f.  '^^®  Tertians  went  on  a  farewell  pilgrimage  to 
the  Madonna  of  Liesse.  Father  Dorr,  revered  as  a 
saint,  was  their  Instructor.     He  said  Mass  at  the  altar 
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of  Our  Lady  of  Liewe.    Hardly  had  he  flnfahed  hi. 
thanksgiving  when  he  caUed  Father  Cazeau  and  said  : 
The  statue  of  Our  Lady  of  Liesse,  Mother  of  Grace  , 
shall  go  to  Canada;  take  it  with  you." 

A  few  days  after,  the  two  Canadian  Fathers  started 
homeward,  bearing  the  miraculous  statue  Uke  a  trea- 
sure. They  reached  St.  Mary's  CoUege  at  the  begin- 
ning of  September.  The  statue  was  brought  intothe 
church  and  set  up  on  a  little  pedestal,  in  front  of  the 

♦^^♦1,  r*  J^*.  f?"**^^  ^^^^y*  «^«'y  preacher 
told  the  legend  of  the  Three  Knights  and  of  Princess 
Ismena,  and  of  the  Blessed  Virgin's  marvellous  inter- 
vention. 

It  was  also  necessary  to  add  that  the  treasure  was 
not  certain  to  remain  at  the  Gesft.     The  Superior  of 
the  New  York-Canada  Mission,  Father  Charaux,  to 
whom  the  point  had  been  submitted,  hesitated  bet- 
ween the  Gesii  and  the  Sault-au-R6collet  novitiate. 
He  ended  by  leaving  the  decision  of  the  case  in  Our 
Lady  8   own   hands.     If   she   gave   sufficiently   clear 
tokens  of  her  preference  for  the  Montreal  Gesft,  the 
statue  would  remain  there.     Hence  the  faithful  could 
largely  contnbute  by  their  fervor  to  obtain  this  result. 
The  appeal   was  heard.     Pilgrims  flocked   to   the 
Virgin  and  prayed  most  devoutly  at  her  feet.     Nor 
was  the  sweet  Mother  of  God  slow  in  bestowing  her 
favors.     Of  the  numberiess  graces  obtained  through 
her,  some  of  the  most  remarkable  are  recorded  on  ex- 
votces.     The  1-nged-for  petition  was  granted  and  the 
statue  remamed  at  the  Gesii,  for  the  welfare  of  the 
faithful  and  especially  of  the  CoUege  boys,  who  were 
thus  placed  under  the  eyes  of  the  Mother  of  God  and 
of  her  Son. 

First  Pilftrimaae.    Solemn  inauguration  of  the  statue 

On  January  6,  1878,  Mgr  Conroy.  Delegate  Apos- 
tolic, had  convened  in  Montreal  the  whole  Hierarchy 
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of  the  l»rovince  of  Quebec  for  the  inaujruration  of  the 
foZJSni'^'^^V'i??^  University,  Montreal.     The 

w2t^?^M;j;'*^P  ?"^*^P\r"P*«^  *°  i^^it'^tion  to 
viMt  St.  Marys  CoUege.     After  the  official  reception 

fhlk    T'^'^'.^SF''^^^  **>«  P"^i^"«  n^onth).  told 

idential   arrival   in   our   midst.     The    prelates    were 

e^to^tif  flT;?/i'  *5i^  r"^*^^«  '^"^  at  once  proc^eT 
eether  T^Jr  th  *^'  Madonna  where  they  prayed  to- 
gether with  the  assembled  clergy  and  the  CoUeir- 
community.  This  may  be  said  tohave  bin  the  S 
pilgnmage  to  Our  Lady  of  Liesse  in  Canada     Nor 

frJfll?"''  ''"^.^P".°^\^^'"  ^^^'•«'  Bi«hop  of  Mon- 
treal,  afte.  emng  the  May  devotions  at  Our  Lady  of 
Bonsecours. .  .was  cu8tomarJ^  wished  lose  them  by 
inaugurating  the  statue  of  Our  Lady  ot  .  on  May 

That  day  the  church  was  thronged.  .  BishoD 
Znt'J  r'  '^'  ^^^J^-^y^  TherV  was  a  semon 
boi^r  iSi^  ^  procession  in  which  the  statue  was 
borae.  iTien  an  act  of  consecration  was  read  and  the 
statue  was  raised  on  its  pedestal.  This  grand  mani- 
festation m  honor  of  Our  Lady  of  Liesse  was  fittingly 
closed  by  a  solemn  benediction  of  the  Blessed  Sacra- 


Cures  and  spiritual  favora 

The  manifold  graces  which  Our  Lady  had  lavished 
upon  France  were  renewed  in  behalf  of  her  children  in 
Canada.  We  shaU  relate  a  few  examples  in  order  Jo 
increase  our  readers'  confidence  in  the  Mother  of  God 

A  Catholic  family  of  Montreal  was  distressed  to  see 
one  of  Its  members  forsake  the  Sacraments  and  Uve 
unmmdful  of  his  salvation.     Without  his  knowing  U 
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tht^y  b«f;an  a  novenu  to  Our  Lady  of  liesHC.  The  younc 
inun  bein^  of  a  quiet  and  retirinf;  disposition,  novhing: 
was  noticed  during  the  novena.  On  the  Inst  day,  his 
mother  found  him  in  his  room  busy  searching  for 
something  be  had  mislaid.  Wishing  to  help  him,  she 
asked  what  it  was;  he  said  it  was  his  beads,  which  he 
needed  that  morning.  They  found  them  at  last. 
The  young  man  went  out  earlier  than  usual  and  then 
came  back  for  breakfast.  The  day  before  he  had  been 
to  confession  and  that  morning'  he  went  to  Holy  Com- 
munion, without  any  one  suggesting  it  to  him.  An 
ex-voto  offered  by  the  grateful  family  may  still  be  seen 
near  the  Holy  Image.  To  this  spiritual  favor  may  be 
added  a  physical  cure. 

Mrs.  ,  .  N.  . .  was  suffering  from  a  violent  headache 
which  gave  her  no  respite  either  day  or  night.  And 
no  wonder.  An  internal  abscess  had  formed,  baffling 
all  remedies  and  leaving  no  hope  of  recovery.  In  this 
extremity  she  heard  of  the  cures  obtained  through  the 
intercession  of  Our  Lady  of  Liesse.  She  telt  moved 
to  have  recourse  to  that  good  Mother,  and  requesting 
a  friend  to  bring  her  some  oil  from  the  lamp  burning 
before  the    Statue,  she  began  a  novena  in  her  honor. 

So  great  was  her  confidence  that  she  discarded  all 
remedies  and  would  no  longer  see  her  doctor  :  "My 
doctor",  said  she,  "is  Our  Lady  "f  Liesse".  Our  I^ady 
could  not  spurn  such  confidence.  On  one  of  the  days 
of  the  nov  aa,  while  the  pain  was  at  its  heitrht,  Mrs. 
N.  .  .  applied  some  of  the  blessed  oil.  The  effect  was 
instantaneous;  it  seemed  as  if  an  enormous  weight  was 
lifted  off  her  head.  The  pain  had  disappeared  and  the 
invalid  was  cured. 

A  still  more  extraordinary  cure  was  that  of  Timothy 
O'Reilly,  stricken  with  paralysis  for  fifteen  months 
and  successively  attended  and  given  up  by  five  doctors. 
two  of  whom  had  pronouncad  him  utterly  incurable. 
On  being  removed  to  the  H6tel-Dieu,  a  nun  proposed 
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that  he  should  make  a  novena  to  Our  I^dy  of  LieMtte. 
He  eafrerly  accepted,  said  the  praywrs  of  the  novena 
every  day  and.  on  the  last  day,  was  carried  to  the  chapel 
to  hear  Mass  at  Our  Lady's  altar.  He  received  Holy 
Communion  and  while  implorini?  Our  Lady  to  have 
pity  on  him,  he  suddenly  felt  e  violent  shock,  accom- 
panied by  sharp  pains.  Instantly  his  limbs  relaxed, 
the  blood  beiran  to  circulate,  h.j  body  gjtw  warm  and 
he  was  cured.  Kneeling  down  at  once,  he  thanked 
Our  Lady  of  Liesse.  The  next  moment,  he  rose  and. 
walking  unaided  before  the  astonished  invalids,  he 
returned  to  the  church  and  made  the  Stations  of  the 
Cross. 

Four  doctors  declared,  under  oath,  that  science  was 
powerless  in  such  a  case,  that  the  cure  had  been  wrought 
in  an  unprecedented,  extraordinary  way.  contrary  to 
what  had  ever  been  seen  or  known  in  like  occurrences. 

Other  witnesses  who  were  examined,  agreed  in 
pronouncing  this  event  a  miracle  of  the  first  order. 
What  confirmed  this  opinion  was  the  fact  that  the 
young  man  showed  all  the  signs  of  one  avtiiated  by  u 
good  spirit  :  deep  humility,  great  candor,  piety,  detach- 
ment from  worldly  things.  He  thought  only  of 
thanking  God  and  Our  Lady  of  Liesse  and  of  taking 
means  to  assure  his  perseverance.  "I  wish  lo  leave 
the  world",  said  he,  "otherwise  I  would  not  think  1 
was  doing  enough  to  show  ray  gratitude  to  Our  Lady 
of  Liesse". 

Glory  be  to  God  through  Our  Lady  of  Liesse,  and 
through  her  also,  in  union  with  the  merits  of  her 
Divine  Son,  peace  to  men  c    goo  J  will  ! 

Let  usputour  full  trust  i  .  her.  Let  us  beseech  her 
to  relieve  our  bodily  pains  and  still  more  our  spiritual 
woes.  Let  us  entreat  her  for  the  conversion  of  sinners. 
May  those  poor  stricken  souls  hearken  to  her  sweet 
motherly  voice  !  May  they  hasten  towards  her  and 
thus  become  disposed  to  receive^pardon ,  together  with 
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all  the  graces  which  the  Sacred  Heart  oi'  her  Son 
Jesus  Christ,  Our  Lord  will  royally  grant  them  ! 

In  conclusion,  we  reproduce  the  "Prayer  to  Our 
Lady  of  Liesse",  followed  by  a  short  invocation.  This 
prayer,  which  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Montreal 
was  pleased  to  enrich  with  100  days'  indulgence  (July 
12,  1920),  and  this  invocation  might  be  recited  during 
a  novena  to  Our  Lady  of  Liesse. 
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PRAYER  TO  OUR  LADY  OF  LIESSE 


O  Lord, Our  God,  grant  Thy  servants  the  joy  of  perfect 
health  of  mind  and  body,  and  through  the  glorious  inter- 
cession of  Blessed  Mary,  ever  Virgin,  freedom  from  all 
sadness  during  this  life,  and  after  death,  the  enjoyment  of 
everlasting  bliss.  We  implore  these  graces  through  Jesus 
Christ,  Our  Lord  and  Thy  Son,  Who  liveth  and  reigneth 
voiih  Thee,  in  the  unity  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  world  unthout 
end.     Amen. 

Our  Lady  of  Liesse,  Cause  of  our  joy, 
pray  for  us. 
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